3-308

OURATION OF UNDERGROUND INJECTION WELL ORDERS

(a) Orders authorizing injection into enhanced recovery injection
well ] i

(b) An QOrder granting underground injection may be modified, revoked
be at the request of any interested person or at the Commission's
initiative. A1] requests shall be in writing and shal) contain
facts or reasons Supporting the request.

(e) An order may be revoked and reissued or modified, after notice

(2) Information as
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3-309

TRANSFER OF AUTHORITY TO INJECT

recovery injection well or disposal well from one operator to anothef
shall be noticed in writing to the Commission, on Form 1073 in triplicate,
prior to the Proposed transfer date. The Commission shall] within thirty
(30) days therefrom return a copy of Form 1073 to the former operator

and the new operator designating approval or denial of the transfer of
authority to inject for the subject well. A copy of the Order authorizing

injection shall be attached to the returned form. ’
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BEFORE THE CORPORATION COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA ‘”"'”_";

APPLICATION OF A. L. DUTTON, MANAGER OF
OIL AND GAS CONSERVATION DIVISION, FCR
A GENERAL ORDER AMENDING THE COMMISSION'S
GENERAL RULES AND REGULATIONS TO THE CON-
SERVATION OF OIL AND GAS AND POLLUTION
ABATEMENT CONTAINED IN GENERAL ORDER NOS.
83168, 87829, 93381, 93382, 94418,
102096, 109595, 117899, 128534, 128781,
138348, 151077, 181968, 164345, 164347
AND 1635935.

HEARINGS: January 9, 1981 (pre-hearing confarsnce), January 23, 1581,
continued in part to February 11, 1981 (pre-hearing com-
ference), comtinued in part to April 20, 1981 (pre-heazring
confarence) and May &, 81

APPEARANCES: Omitted - see official record in Commission file

CAUSE C. D. XO. 75094

ORDER NO. 187372

REPORT OF THE CCMMISSION "

This macter came on for hearing before the Commission em bane
in the Commission Courtroom, Jim Thorpe Building, OkI thoma Cicy,
Oklahcma, om the datas specified above, pursuant to notice as pre-
scribed by law and the rules of the Commission. Comsideraticn of
Exhibic No. 23 was continued to February 11, 1981 and comntizgad
further to April 20, 1581 (pra-kearing conference), and May &, 1981.

Proposed rules and pmoud rule changes to Oklahcma Corpora-
tion Commission Cil and Gas es were submitted by the Commission
staff and ocher interestaed parties. Opportunity for comment on the
. Proposed rulss was provided at the pre-hearing conferencs sez for
January 9, 1981, and written commenrs wers recelved and considerad
pricr to and at the hearing ser for January 23, 1981.

The Commission has reviewed, examined and considered the
proposals prasented by all inceresced partiaes and being fully advised
in the premises finds as follows:-- -

FINDINGS

1. The Commission has jurisdicecion of che subject matter,
of the parties and jurisdiction to entar this order.

2. 3Based upon full comsideratiom of the propesals, evidenca
and arguments of interested partias, parties and staff, che Ceomission
hereby finds that Order Nos. 161963 and 164345 entered in Causa No.

CD 63872 cm January 3, 1980, and February 14, 1980, Tespectively,
and Order No. 164347, entersd in Cause No. CD 60368 on Februazy 14,
1980, and Order No. 165935, entersd in Cause No. 63873 om March 17,
1980, should be amended by adopting the proposed rules and regula-
ticns as set cut in Exhibir A accached to this orxder. -

3. The rules and regulaticns Rerainafter set cut sheuld
become effaccive immediately upon its issuances.

AL T B

ORDER

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED by the Corporaction Comissicn of
the Stacs of Cklahema as follows: :

1. Order Nos. 161968 and 164345, entared in Cause No.

" CD 63872 on January 3, 1980, and February 14, 1980, raspectively,
and Order No. 154347, enterad iz Cause Yo. CD 60368 om Feb

14, 1980, and Order No. 1535935, encared in Cause No. €D 63873 om
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Causa C.D. Ne. 76094

March 17, 1980, are hereby amendad by adopting the proposed rules
and regulaticns as set out Iin Exhibit A attached to this Order.

2. This Order shall become effective immediately upen its
issuance. :

3. The Conservation Divisicn is herasby autchorized and
diracted to publish the rules and regulations sec forch in Exhibic
A as prescribed by law,

4. The Commissiocn recains jurisdiction of all ctcher pro-
posals submitted in this cause and will issue furcher orders with
raespect Co suck other propesals at soms futuras tize.

DONE AND PERFORMED THIS __J DAY OF 4‘@ , 1981,
OKLAHOMA CORPORATION COMMISSION

ey, Chairman -

- (lwd

Bill Dawsom, Vice-Chairman

Norma Eagletcn, “ommissicaer . iy

Koler -

Berdes S. Hole, Secretary
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CAUSE C. D. NO. 76094
EXHIBIT "A"

PROPOSED RULES AND PROPOSED CHANGES TO EXISTING RULZES
To imeluda within Rule 3-121 (Informal Complaints) the

following language:

Rules 3-121. f, upon informarion or laspection, it
is found that an °peractor, processor, raefiner, or
CTansporter of oil or gas is vicacing any rule or
order of the Commission OF causing damage or poellucion
€o any oil or gas formation, surfice 0T undergrownd
fresh wacer, cha Conservation Division shall cause

an invescigation to be ®ade, and shall file a written
adminiscracive complaine, in duplicate, on Form 1038,
and one copy of Form 1036 shall be delivered or

mailed to the operator. If, upon subsegquent inspecszicn
it is detarmined that the operator has taken the

remedy; pending the cutcome of the fimal dacermination
of the Commissiom on the formal applicacion, any
Diserice Manager shall, afear an on-site inspecticnm,
have the auchority to shut down those cperacions

where conditions :zpear obvious thar surfacs or
underground pollucion is Qccurring,

To imclude within Rule 3-203, 2 new subsection (d) to read

b

as follows:

Rule 3-203 (d). Eaeh operator of a2 well in an area
knowa by the SPerator to contain laechal amounts of
bydrogen sulfide shall provide safeguards to procesce : . .
@ ganeral public from the harmful effects. of hydrogen -
s de. For above-ground and fixaq surfacs facilities,
the operator shall pose, whers permicted by Iaw..claarly
le warning signs on accass roads or public Strzers,
9T Toads which Eruvida direct accass eg facilities
00 feat of che well location., In popu-
lated arsas whers the use of signs {s not considsred =o

buried lines subject to this éulc, the operator shall
comply wich the following:

1. A matker s$ign shall be installed ar public road

crossings, 3

- 2. Mazkar signs shall be installad along the lina,
wvhen it is locatad within a public ares or aleng
4 public road, ac intervals frequant encugh in
the judgment of the OPerator 3o as to provide
warning to aveid the dccidencal rup g of the
line by excavaciom, . )

3. The marker sign shgll eontain sufficiens informacion
L0 establish che cwaership angd existence of the -
line and shall indicaca by the use of tha words
"Foison Gas" chae a potancial danger exises.

Markers {nscalled in compliance wizh the ragulacicns
of thae Fedara] Deparmmant of Iransportacion shall
sacisfy the r Tements of chig PTovision. ' Markar
si installed prior eo Cle effscciva dara of chis
Tula shall be accnp:ahlcnircvidsd they iadicarca

tha existancs of 4 pocten bBazard,
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Cause C.D. No. 76094

New signs comstructed to satisfy this rule shall use the
language of "“Caution” and "Poison Gas" with a black and
yclg color comcrast. Colors shall satisfy Table I of
American National Standard Instituta Standard 253. l-

1967. Signs inscalled o satisfy chis rule are to be
compatible with che regulations of the Federal Occupatiomal
Safacy and Healzh Adminiscration.

To includa within cha Allocaced Well Allcwable Table, ths

following language:

ALLOCATED WELL ALLOWASLE TABLE®
(100 percent of marxet demand)

AVERAGE DEPTH
CF POCL/FEET*> X
or less 20 40 20 160
e % %*

*Allowables currently are established ac 200 percenc of
markat demand. To determine the allewable for any well,
the number in the appropriate columm of the chare Tust
be doubled (mulziplied By 2).

**Tha avaﬁagu producing depeh of the Pool is assumad co

be the depch in faet from the surface of the gtoumnd zo
the top of pay in the discovery well in thar pool.

To include within che Discovery Well Allcwable Tabla, the _

fﬂllﬂwus languaga: T Gy

DISCOVERY WELL .ALLOWABLE TABLE ‘== = -
(100 percenc of mark 8C demand)-- U . _ _

BARRELS " DAYS AFTER
DEPTH* . PER DAY ~ DISCOVERY

********-****'

*The depth of the discaove Pool well is assumad to be
the depth in feet from :h:ysurfaca of the ground to che
top of the pay in the initial discovery wefr. )

To include in Rule 3-203 (e), the following language:

Rule 3-203 (e), Ia case of a fi=s or bBlow-cuz, the

cperator shall lrmediataly notify the Director of
ervation, the Manager of Field Ogcra:icns or tha

appropriate Districe 0Ffics by talephena or talegraph.

Rule 2-320 shall be amended to Tsad as follows:

Rule 2-320, s?Ecrar ALLOCATED GAS POOLS, .

(a) A allowable shall be assigned to each gas well Inm

each Special Alloeared Pool in accordanca with che pool

. each Special Alloecatad Fool, exzepr Pecl
sg; 1a§i Gumz Bugoton, nga tﬁlg. .‘.ncludini those wich
<gwabla pena orders s e assi £
less chan 550 mg.’day. R St
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Cause C.D. No. 76094

) If a compressor i3 imnstalled to compress gas from
gbsingle well in a special allocated pcol such well
shall be assigned a double minimum allowable of 300
mef/day upon submissiom of a notarized affldavitc to
the Director of Conservation, with notice thereof o
all offsec operators and upon approval thersof; provided,
however, iz the event a written protest 1s resceived
from an offset cperator wichin can days after receipe
of such afiidavit, a hearing shall be had and such
allowable may be granted y uvpon a finding that
correlative rights will be adequately procected. lo
allowable pemalcy order shall apply to this double
minimm allowabls.

(e) Each Special Allocated Pool shall use a '"basic
allcwable'" as determined in Paragraph 2-320 (d) co
datarmina canmecallation of underage and shuc-in sgtatus
for overage.

(d) Tha "basic allowable” for each well im a Special
Allocated Pool shall be determined in Jar-axry of each
year as follows:

(1) The three highest fileld factors (the monthly
factor determined from Pool nominatioms which
establishes allowables for the monch) for the
pravious year shall be datarmined and averaged
for each pool.

(2) The individual well factcor, with any applicable
penalcty applied, for each well in each pool (as
datermined by Pcol Rules) shall be mulziplied by the
field factor detarmined im (1) above. The resulcing
figure shall be the wells "basic allowable" iz MCF
and shall be used only to datermine the maximm
overage and underage a well may carry.. . . ...

g) If a wall is classified as a minimum well, - -- .

a pool allowabla shall be used as the - -
'"basic allowable"”. If a test has not beex filed
for a well in a poocl in which the test {s a factar -
in the allowable detarmination (and the well is
currancly receiving no allcwable), the 'Sasie
allowable" shall 0 be the minimum pool allewable
wmeil a2 proper test is received.

(4) Should a well be assigmed a double minimm
allowable under Ruls 2-320 (b), the double minim=m
allowable shall be used as che "basie allowable'.

(5) 1In the Guymon Hugoton Pocl (Pool 182) the
basic allowable shall be used for the determinatiom
of overage in the case of minimum wells only, and
the basic allowable for minimum wells shall be the
minimm pool allewable for January.

(e) Whenever overage accumlated by a well in a
igqcial Allocatad Pool exceeds six (5) times thHe well's
asic allowable”, the Dirsctor of Comservation shall
notify the operacor in writing, and the well shall noe

pradv:u:a more than twenty-five (25%) percent of ths
well's currenc allowable wncil 3ll of the overags in
excess of six (6) timas tha well's "™Sasic alleowabla'
has been mada up. In cha event tha operator fails zo
limiz produczion as hersin provided, tha well shall be
ordared shuc in by cthe Commission upenm applicacion of
g:r?mctar of Conservacicn and aftar nocice and

ing. .
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(£} When underage accumulaced by the well exceeds

six (6) cimes the well's "sasic allowable" for the
preceeding January, all undarage ¢radited to the well
shall be cancelled, and the we]g.l shall not thereafrer
accumulate underage unrcil suck cige as the well procucas
a current allawab%e for any cme month. Any cancelled
underage may be reinstaced acministracively by the
Director of Conservacicn to any well in amy overproducesd
Stacus, within six (6) months aftar cancellacion by
applicaction om Form 1010.

(8) All provisions in special pool rules herecofore
established which are {n conflice with sub-sections
(e) and (£) of this rule ars barsby superseded by this
rule, except thosa listad in (R) and (i).

(R} The Red Qak Fanshaw, Red Cak Rad Qak, and Red 0Oak
Spizo Pools (Pools 456, 457, and 458), sirtuwared in
timer and LaFflore Counties, Oklahoma, shall use twency-
four times (24X) basie allowable to determine maxionmm
adverags and three times (3X) basie allowable to dacermine
- maxizum wmderage.

(1) The Special Allccaced Pools whose allowables a.re
based upon volimerzie withdrawals shall moc be subjece
to che provisiomns of this ruls. .

To include in Rule 3-203 (b) che following language:

m-lsgos (2)' Wi:hindn:girt{l(w} days Jaf:u' :2:
i atica o pro oil or gas well, a s
ml be post:a;.nznd min:a.%nad atc l:ga locaciom =
showing operator of the well and the operscor's

the principal lease entranca showing lease name, - -
operator, legal descripeion;-number of valls, and om - - |
sach well designata the number of the well:: Within _—
(30) days afrer completicm OF . Tecomplezion-- - -
of an enhanced racovery injection well or a disposal -
well, a sifn shall be postad and maintained at the
well locationm, showing operator of well, name of
~ farm, well number, legal description of the wvell and
the Commission Order Number by which it was authorized.
The legal descripeiom of each well completed on or )
after March 1, 1976, shall be posted at the wall and
shall describe the location of the well ta the nearesc
qUartar quarter quarter section and shall show tha
section, township and fange. On a 160 acrs or
larger drilling and Spacing wnit a sign shall alse
be postad ac the entrancs to the well sirs.

- 3-110.1 UsE oF ON-SIIE EARTHEN PITS

(a) An earthen pir sarving only the lsass or unir cu whick
it i3 locazed is dafined as an on-sita git:. An on-site earchen pit
used for the handling, Storags or dispesal of an dalacarious substanca
Producad, obtained, or used in comnection wich e drilliag or opera-
Cion of wells, shail ba constructad 0f, or sealed With, an impervious
matarial, and shall be usad and operatedat all ecimes $O as to pravent

() No cn-sics earthen pir shall he mm::e:;l. a:;lar ed,
Faconstzuctad, or usad weil the Distxice Qffice has issued a wgic:en
parxic for ics use and assizrad a -ga:mf.: number. The gperacos shall
fila form 1014._ in eriplicace, wiz the appropriaca Distzice Offica.

=112~
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When approved, cme copy will be returned to the operator as a Ee::ni:
which shall bear the permit number assigned. The operator shall post
a waterprocf sign bearing the name of the cperator and the permit
aumber wichin Zgnfen: of che pic.

(¢) Every om-site earthen pit not having a permic and
permiz number shall be emptied and leveled.

(d) Paragraph (b) and (c) above, shall not apply to:

(1) An emergency pit comsczuctad solely to pre-
vent escape of substances. PFProvidad, an emergency
pic shall not be comstzucted in pervicus scoil unless
lined, and shall never be used for the storage of
any substancse.

(2) A circulacing, frac or resarve mud pit used in
drilling, deepening, cesting, reworking or plugging
a wall while such cperacions ares in progress. Each
reserve pit shall be leveled within twelve (12)
months after drilling operacions csasa. One six-
month axtensicn may be granted by the District Manager
for reascmable causa. Each cirsulacing pit shall be
amptied and leveled within sixcy (60) ys afzer che
drilling operacions csase. Each fracturas pic shall
be emptied and laveled wichin sixecy (60) days afrcer
complation of fracture operaticms. Providad,
howaver, upon applicacion, notice and hearing, and
not less than ten (10) days mnotice by restzictad
mail to the occcupying owner or temant of the land
upon which cthe. Ei: is locatad, and for good cause
shown, reasomable extensions of che times sat cuc
above may be grantad.

(3) A burn pit used sclely to bura wastas oil or
other flammable macerial. Provided, a burm pit )
shall never be usad for scorags of any substanca. R

(e) Notica of construction of an on-sites emergency pit oz _
burz pit shall be filed,. in triplicate, with thae apprepriats Districe . . .
O0ffice on Form 1014, -The appropriata District O0ffice shall 5e nocified
in writing of each use of an emergency pic. - - =

(£) Yo om-site earthem pit shall be constructad or maintaized
80 as to raceive watar from a watershed, and the fluid level of each
earthen pit shall be maintained at all times at least twelve (12)
vertical inches below the maximum safe fluid level of the pic.

(2) The appropriata Districet Office shall be notified in
writing whenaver an on-sitas earthen pit is abandomed. -

ad o

3-110.2 USE OF OFF-SITE EARTHEN PITS

st

(a) Any earthem pit not defined in Rule 3-110.1 is defined as
an off-sice earthen pit. An off-sice earthen pit used for the handling,
storage or disposal of any deleterious substance produced, cbtained, or
-used in comnection with the drilling or operation of walls, shall be
construcetad of, or sealed with, an Eﬂpu—vim material, ‘and shall be
usad and operated at all times so as to prevent any escape of any
delecerious substance. All cff-sits earthen pits must be lized with
ﬁtb;n:?}i:; ﬁghcamnuio I thickness of ac least two (2) inches, or

e line an valent macsrial ac the discregion of '
Discrice Managar. - steem -

(b) No off-sica earthen piz shall be ccmse=ucead, enlarsed,

raconstructad, or usad uncil zhe Diserice 0f5ica has issued a writtcan
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permit for its use and assigned a permic number. The cperatcr shall
file Form 1014, in criplicates, with the appropriace Districc Office.
When approved, ome copy will be returned to the operacor as a permit
which shall bear che permit number assigned. The operator shall pest
a watarproof sign bearing the name of the operator and cthe permit
aumber wichin Z?Eu: of the pit. If Form l0l4 is not approved by
the appropriate Districec 0ffice, or if a protest is received at the
discrice level, the operacor may file an applicaciomn for hearing wich
the Commission, which shall be set for hear:‘Lng. ;

(¢) Notica thac an applicacicn has been filed with che _
Commission shall be published by the applicant in a newspaper of
eneral circulation and published in the county in waich the pic is
faucad and not less than cen (10) days notica by restricted mail to
the occupying owner or tenant of the land upom which the pit is
located. Tha applicant shall file proof of publicaticn prior to the
Rearing.

(d) Every off-site earchen pit not having a permit and permic
number shall ba emptied and leveled.

(e) Every off-sits earthen pitc shall be ~ompletely enclosed
by a permanent woven wirs fencs of ac leastc four (4) .faer in haighe.

(£) Ho off-site earthen pit shall be comscruczed or mainrained
SO as Co racsive water from a watarshed, and che fluid level of each
earthen pit shall be maintained at all times ar least twelve (12}
vertical iackes below the maximum safe fluid level of the piz.

(g) The appropriate District Office shall be notifiad in
writing whenever an off-site earthen pit is abandomed.

(k) .The provisioms of Rula 3-110.2 shall not apply to an
off-site raserve pit used for primary drilling operatiocms.

3.110.3 Any spreading and/or soil farming of oil f£ield drilling wasce - -~

skall be prochibiced. . _ _.
To include in Rule.1-504 (£) the: following language:

Rule 1-504 (£). Unless the order granting a well ..
location excepticn providas otherwise, the permission
to dzxill the well ac the exceptad lLocatiom shall expire
twelve (12) monchs afcer the date of the order, unless
a well was commenced az tha excepted locatica om or
before the expiracion date. (Rest of rule che same.)

To includa within Rule 3-204 (2) the following langunage:

Rule 3-204 (a). Before any oil, gas, injectionm, -
disposal or servica well is drillad, "deepened,
Plugged back or re-encared, the cperaror shall
file a Notice of Intention to Drill im quadru-
E&éga:e with the Conservation Division cm Form

(Rast of rula is the same.)
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1-303.

1-304.

1-400.
1-401.

(. In gas fields subject to pool rules, the
Conservation Division shall complete and mail
machine accounting Form 1040 (Monthly Allocation
Schedule) to operators and purchasers. Purchasers
only, shall then complete Form 1004A, a portion
of Form 1040 (or other approved machine account-
ing form), by listing gas purchases by well and
return a copy to- the Conservation Division.

COMMON PURCHASER AND CARRIER RULES.

(a) 52 0. S. 1961, $854, 45, 56 and 240 are
hereby adopted as common purchaser and common
carrier rules as fully as 1f set out verbatim
herein.

(b) - No person shall purchase, take or transport
any oil or gas in excess of the allowable fixed

by the Conmission, or when notified by the Conser-
vation Division that such oil or gas is being
produced in violation of any rule, regulation

or order of the Commission; provided that this
rule shall not require splitting a tank.

FILING OF NOMINATIONS BY PURCHASERS.

(a) A1l purchasers, buyers and takers of crude
oil in Oklahoma shall file their nominations
with the Conservation Division on Form 1034 not
later than noon Friday of the week preceding the
regularly scheduled market demand hearing.

(b) All purchasers of natural gas in Oklahoma
shall file their nominations for wells in special
allocated pools not later than one week prior to
the date of the market demand hearing.

CONSERVATION DIVISION

DUTIES AND AUTHORITY OF THE CONSERVATION DIVISION
(a) It shall be the duty of the Conservation
Division to administer and enforce the statutes of
this State and the rules, regulations and orders
of the Commission relating to the conservation of

~115~

oll and gas and the prevention of pollution in
connection with the exploration, drilling, pro-
ducing, transporting, purchasing, processing
and storage of oll and gas, and to administer
and enforce the applicable provisions of the
Natural Gas Policy Act of 1978.

(b) The Conservation Division shall have the
right at all times to go upon and inspect any
oil and gas properties, pipelines, tank farms,
refineries and other processing plants and

pump stations for the purpose of making any
investigations or tests to ascertain whether the
rules, regulations and orders of the Commission
are being camplied with, and shall report to the
Canmission any violation thereof.

(c) The Conservation Division may require the
testing or retesting of any oll, gas, injection
or disposal well upon 48 hour notice. Until the
test 1s completed or excused, no allowable will
be assigned the well, and the purchaser or taker
of oil or gas from such well shall not run oil or
gas until authorized by the Conservation Division,

(d) The Conservation Division shall have access
to all well records, wherever located. All
campanles, operators, drilling contractors,
drillers, service campanies, or other persons
shall permit any authorized employee of the
Commission to came upon any lease or property
ope;-ated or controlled by them, and to inspect
the records of wells; provided that information
80 obtained shall be confldential.

(e) Upon request of the Conservation Division,
service companies or other persons shall furnish
and file reports and records showing gun perfo-
rating, hydraulic fracturing, cementing, shooting
chemical treatment and all other service opera-
tions on any well.



3-302,

3-303.

3-400.
3-401.

five (5) days after the application 1s filed.
An affidavit of compliance with this rule shall
be filed at or before the hearing.

CASING AND CEMENTING OF INJECTION WELLS

Every well used for injection of gas, air, vater
or other fluids, shall be cased and tested in
accordance with Rules 3-112 and 3-206.

- — ——— .

NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT AND DISCONTINUANCE OF
INJECTION OPERATIONS '

(a) The operator shall, within ten (10) days,
notify the Commission in writing of the date
upon which injection commenced; and the order
authorizing the project shall become null and
void eighteen (18) months from the date thereof,
unless the notice of commencement {s recejved
within the eighteen (18) month period.

e ———

(b) The operator shall (within ten (10) days)
notify the Conmission of the date injection was
terminated, and the reason therefor; together
with the status of all wells at the time of .
abandonment, at which time the order authorizing
the project shall expire. »

(c) An injection well shall be plugged in
accordance with the provisions of these rules
governing the plugging of oil and gas wells.

ABANDONMENT AND PLUGGING OF WELLS ] I

SCOPE

(a) The owner and operator of any oil, gas,
uisposal, injection or other service well, or any
seismic, core or other exploratory hole, whether
cased or uncased, shall be Jointly and severally
liable and responsible for the plugging thereof
in accordance with these rules.

(b) Each well in which production cas |, has
been run, but which has not been operated for
six (6) months; and each well in which no
production casing has been run, and for which
drilling operations have ceased for thirty (30)
consecutive days, shall be immediately plugged.
tach well shall be imnediately plugged before
it is abandoned.

(c) The Director of Conservation may, for
good cause, grant reasonable extensions of time

- within which to plug a well.

3-402.

(‘ 3-403.\

3-404 .
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NOTICE

A separate "Notification of Intention to Plug" for
each well shall be filed, in duplicate, with the
Conservation Division on Form 1001 at least five
(5) days prior to the commencement of plugging
operations. The Director of Conservation may
waive or reduce the five day notice requirement
vhenever a qualified representative of the
Conservation Division is available to supervise
the plugging operation. Each operator of each
offset proaucing lease shall be notified prior
to the plugging of any well other than a dry
hole.

SUPERVISION AND WITNESSING

Each plugging operation shall be conducted under
the supervision of an authorized representative
of the Conservation Division. The plugging
operator shal) notify the appropriate District
Office of the Conservation Division of the exact
time or times during which all plugging operations
will take place within sufficient time to enable

a representative of the Conservation Division to
be present.

METHOD OF PLUGGING

(a) The provisions and requirements of this
rule shall govern the plugging of all wells
drilled for o1l or gas purposes, including oi)
and gas wells, cry holes, water, gas or other



 «njection wells, salt water supply or disposal :
wells, or other service wells, other than -
seismic or core holes or fresh water wells. They :
shall likewise apply to the ﬂlugging of the
lower formations in a well which 1s plugged back
to a shallower formation.

(b) .The specific procedures and requirements i
of this rule are minimum requirements. Every well !
-shall be plugged in such manner as will perma-
nently prevent the migration of 011, gas, salt
water or other fluids into or out of any pro-
ductive formation by means of the well bore,

and to protect all fresh water strata encountered
in the wel] from contamination or escape of water
therefrom. The methods and materjals used shall
conform to good and accepted practices and
standards in the industry.

(c) The term “mud" as used herein shal] mean mud
of not less than thirty-six (36) viscosity (A. :
P. I. Full Funnel Method) and a weight of not
less than nine (9) pounds per gallon. Unless
otherwise specified, the injection of cement into
the well shall be by the tubing and pump method
or the ﬁump and plug method. “Productive forma-
tion" shall mean any formation encountered in the
well which is known to contain oil or gas, or
which is permeably connected or otherwise in
comnunication with a formation or formations
known to contain oil or gas in the same general
area. Hultiple zones or lenses constituting a
common source of supply of oil or gas shall be
regarded as one productive formation. h

(d) Before any casing is removed from a well,
all salt water and ofl 1in the well shall be
removed or displaced and the well shall be filled
with mud. As the casing {s removed the well
shall be kept filled with mud.

——
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(e) Any uncased hole below the shoe of any
casing to be left in the well shall be filled
with cement to a depth of at least fifty (50)
feet below the shoe of the casing, or the
bottom of the hole, and the casing above the
shoe shall be filled with cement to at least
fifty (50) feet -above the shoe of the casing.
If the well {is completed with a screen or
liner and the screen or liner is not removed,
the well bore shall be filled with cement
from the base of the screen or liner to at
least fifty (50) feet above the top of the
screen or liner.

(f) Each productive formation shall be sealed
off from the well bore above and below such
formation by f11ling the well bore with cement
from a point fifty (50) feet below the base of
the formation to a point fifty (50) feet above
the base of the formation, and from a point
fifty (50) feet below the top of the formation
to a point fifty (50) feet above the top of the
formation, provided that, (1) 1f the productive
formation 1s already sealed off from the well
bore with adequate casing and casing is not to
be removed from the well, these requirements
shall not apply, and (2) 1f the only openings
from the productive formation into the well

bore are perforations in the casing, and if the
annulus between the casing and the outer walls
of the well 1s filled with cement for a distance
of fifty (50) feet below the base of the formation
and a distance of fifty (50) feet above the top
of the formation, then a bridge plug capped with
ten (10) feet of cement set at the top of the

producing formation is authorized. The placing
of the cement on top of a bridge plug may be
by the bailor method.
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€ifty (50) feet below the base of - the lowest

.resh water strata to three (3) feet from the

top of the well bore and by completely filling

the annular space behind such casing with cement.
If the surface or other casing in the well meets
these requirements, a cement plug shall be set

at least fifty (50) feet below the shoe of the
casing and extend at least fifty (50) feet above
the shoe of the casing. If the casing and cement
behind the casing does not meet the requirements ,
of this sub-section, the well bore shall be filled
with cement from a point fifty (50) feet below
the base of the lowest fresh water strata to a
point fifty (50) feet above the shoe of the
surface pipe. The top thirty (30) feet of the
well bore below three (3) feet of the surface

of the ground shall, in all events, be filled with
cement, and the surface pipe shall be cut off
three (3) feet below the surface of the ground
and capped with a steel plate welded to the

top of the surface pipe.

(h) A1l intervals between cement plugs in the
well bore shall be filled with mud.

(1) Any “rat or mouse hole" used in the drilling
of a well with rotary tools shall be filled with
mud to a point eight (8) feet below the ground
level and with cement from,such ?oint to a point
three (3) feet below the ground level and filled
in with earth above the top of the csment.

(i) The top of the plug of any plugged well shall
show clearly, by permanent markings inscribed or
embedded in the cement, the well number and date

of plugging.

PLUGGING RECORD
Within fifteen (15) days after a well has been

plugged, the owner or operator shall file a
Plugging Record, in duplicate, with the District
Office on Form 1003. If there 1s not a complete
and correct log of the well on file with the

3-406.
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Commission, then the owner at the time of
plugging, shall furnish and file a complete and
correct log thereof, or the best information
available.

PROCEDURES FOR IDENTIFICATION AND CONTROL OF
WELLBORES IN WHICH CERTAIN LOGGING TOOLS HAVE
BEEN ABANDONED.
(a) Abandonment of Radiocactive Source

(1) Immediate notice (two copies) of the
loss of a radioactive source shall be filed by
the operator with the Commission designating the
location by county, section, township and range,
lease name and well number. One copy will be
furnished to Occupational and Radiological
Health Service of State Health Department.

(2) No radioactive source shall be

-declared abandoned until all reasonable effort

has been expended to retrieve the tool,

(3) The operator shall erect, under
supervision of the Commission, a standardized
permanent marker as a visual warning to any
person who may re-enter the hole for any
reason, showing that 1t contains a radioactive
source. This marker shall contain the following
information: well name, surface location, name
of the lease, the source of material abandoned
in the well, the total depth of the well, the
depth at which the source is abandoned, the plug
back depth, the date of the abandonment of the
source, the activity of the source, and a
warning not to drill below the plug back depth.

(b) ??gndonment Procedures

) Wells in which radioactive sources are
abandoned shall be mechanically equipped so as
to prevent either accidental or intentional
mechanical disintegration of the radioactive
source,
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LICENSE FOR PULLING PIPE AND PLUGGING WELLS.
W0 person shall contract to eu]l casing or plug
oil, gas, injection, disposal or other service

wells, or contract to salvage casing therefrom,

or purchase wells for the purpose of salvaging
casing therefrom until a license has been
securred from the Commission. The application
for such license shall state the name of the
applicant, the names and the addresses of al)
partners, chief officers, and directors, the
experience of applicant, and evidence of
financial res onsibility of the applicant.

A Iicense_uil? be granted upon proof that the
applicant possesses sufficient technical and
scilentific knowledge, and 1is financially
responsible. The 1icense shall not be
transferable, and may at any time be revoked
by the Commiss{ion upon complaint, notice and
hearing.
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(a) Sources abandoned {n the -
bottom of the well shall be covered with a
substantial standard color dyed (red iron
oxide) cement plug on top of which a whi?stock
or other approved deflection device shall be
set. The dye is to alert the re-entry operator
prior to encountering the source.

g (b) Upon abandoning the well in
which a logging source has been cemented in
place behind a casing string above total depth,
a_standard color dyed cement plug shall be
placed opposite the abandoned source and a
whipstock or other approved deflection device

placed on top of the plug.

g (c) In the event the operator finds
that after expending a reasonable effort, because .
of hole conditions, it is not possible to abandon
the source as prescribed in (bgo(l) (a) or (b)

(1) (b) above, he shall seek Comission approval
to an alternate abandonment procedure.

id) When a logging source must be
abandoned in a producing zone, a standard
color dyed cement plug shall be set and a
whipstock or other approved deflection device
placed above to direct the sidetrack at least
fifteen (15) feet away from the source.

* (2) Upon permanent abandonment of any
well in which a radiocactive source is left in
the hole, and after removal of the wellhead, a
permanent plaque shall be attached to the top
of the casing left in the hole in such a manner
that re-entry cannot be accomplished without dis-
turbing the plaque. This plaque shall serve as
a visual warning to any person re-entering the
hole that a radicactive source has been abandoned
in place in the well. -The plaque shall contain
- the trefoil radiation symbol with a radioactive

warning and shall be constructed of a long-lastinc
material such as monel, stainless steel or brass.

LI Y
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(a) Two (2) copies of the plugging
report shall be filed with the Commission and
shall contain all the information required by
paragraph (a) (3) above.

(3) The Commission will maintain a current
listing of all abandoned radjoactive source well:

ﬁbfgglﬂﬁ OF SEISMIC, CORE AND OTHER EXPLORATORY
A seismic, core or other exploratory hole not
drilled below the lowest fresh water strata and
not ?enetrating an oil or gas bearing formation
shall be exempt from the Plugging requirements
of these rules, and shall be plugged in a
manner to protect fresh water strata. Every
other seismic, core or exploratory hole shall
be plugged in accordance with these rules.

_Provided, that any person drilling seismic,

core or other exploratory holes may withhold
information as to the location of such holes
for a period of one (1) year if within ninety
(90) days after plugging the holes the person
files with the Commission a statement that he
has drilled one or more holes in a described
township but desires to withhold information

as to their location for a period not in excess
of one (1) year.

WELLS TO BE USED FOR FRESH WATER
When the well to be Plugged may safely be used
as a fresh water well and such utilization is
desired by the landowner, the cement plug,
extending fifty (50) feet into surface casing,
shall be set in accordance with Rule 3-404,
paragraph (g), except top thirty (30) foot plug
need not be set, ?rovided that written authority
for such use shall be secured from the landowner
and filed with the Plugging Record, which shall
:ﬁliege the operator from responsibility above

e plug.



